
Part 2 

What does the New 

Testament Teach?



What Have We Learned So Far?
ÅBaptism is not a new ñChristianò practice. 

ÅImmersion was a common practice in the 
Old Testament and Jewish World.

ÅIt was practiced as 

ïCeremonial washing

ïRitual Purification

ïAs a symbol of atonement 

ïAs a sign of conversion for a proselyte Jew.

ïAdministered after repentance at Qumran.

ÅArcheology proves that even before the time 
of Christ, immersion/baptism was practiced 
in religion.







Did Early Christians Practice 

Baptism by Immersion As Well?

250 AD



John The Baptist

ÅThrough Jewish and other religious practices 

most would have already been familiar with 

baptism.

ÅJohn the Baptist came, ñpreaching in the 

wilderness of Judea, saying, óRepent, for the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand.ò

ÅThe role of John the Baptist was to prepare the 

way for the coming of the Messiah. 



John The Baptist

ÅJohnôs entire bearing was in the prophetic 

tradition. He announced that God was about 

to take action, to manifest his kingly power; 

that in anticipation of this great event 

people must repent; and as evidence of 

repentance must submit to baptism. 

ÅJohnôs job was to announce the coming 

kingdom and to prepare individuals for its 

arrival.

ÅHe prepared people for the Kingdom by 

baptizing them.



Johnôs Baptism
ÅIn the Gospels, people would come to 

John, confessing their sins while being 

baptized in the Jordan River. 

ÅIf one would not repent, John would not 

baptize them, but instead warn them of 

the coming judgment. 

ÅHe would not Baptize the Pharisees in 

(Matthew 3:7-12).



Jesus Was Baptized



Jesus and John the Baptist
ÅJesus, like many others, was baptized by John 

the Baptist. 

ÅJesus, believed that John was a prophet and 

stood up for John on several occasions and 

believed Johnôs baptism as being ñfrom heavenò 

(Matt. 21:25). 

ÅJesus was baptized by John to ñfulfill all 

righteousnessò (Matt. 3:15). He is our example.

ÅDuring His earthly ministry Jesus preached a 

similar message to Johnôs. He proclaimed the 

coming of the Kingdom of God and baptism



Jesus on Baptism

ÅAfter Jesusô death, burial, and resurrection he 

commanded his disciples to make disciples. 

Å(Matt. 28:19-20) 

ïA disciple is made through teaching and baptism.

Å"He that believes and is baptized shall be saved 

and he that believes not shall be condemnedò 

(Mark 16:16). 

ÅJesus believed and taught the necessity of 

baptism.

ÅJohn 3:5



Baptism in the Book of Acts
ÅñThe book of Acts, our only history of the 

early church, reveals that "immersion" for 
the remission of sins was the doorway into 
fellowship with the people of God. 

ÅThe most significant text on baptism in the 
book of Acts is 2:38 

ÅWhat is striking about this command 
preached by Peter, is the result of ones 
immersion is ñthe forgiveness of sinsò. 

ÅIf the individuals on the day Pentecost 
wanted their sins taken away they needed to 
repent and be baptized



Baptism in Acts
ÅIn Acts baptism is no longer a rite for Jews, 

priests or proselytes, but for all.  

ÅIn Acts 8:12 concerning the Samaritans states

ïñBut when they believed Philip preaching the good 

news about the kingdom of God and the name of 

Jesus Christ, they were being baptized, men and 

women alikeò.

ÅSaul of Tarsus was baptized (Acts 9:18; 22:16). 

The house of Cornelius was baptized 

(Acts10:47-48). Lydia was baptized at Philippi, 

as was the Jailer who was baptized at midnight. 



ÅWhen these in Acts were immersed into 
Christ, they did it in imitation of their 
Saviorôs death burial and resurrection. 

ÅThey were raised from the water a new 
creature, to walk by the spirit in a new life.

ÅThey rose just as Jesus was raised from the 
tomb the third day. 

ÅRomans 3:3-4 confirms this fact:

ïOr do you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into 
His death? Therefore we have been buried with 
Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ 
was raised from the dead through the glory of the 
Father, so we too might walk in newness of life



Is there a difference between Acts 

Baptism and Johnôs Baptism???
ÅThe designed function of Johnôs baptism was to 

prepare the one being baptized for the coming 
Messiah. 

ÅThe baptism of the Great commission made 
disciples of those who had repented and placed 
their trust in the redemptive work of Christ on the 
cross. 

ÅIt can be said that Johnôs baptism was based on 
an expectation (of the coming Messiah). 

ÅOn the other hand, the baptism preached by the 
apostles was predicated on a real person. 

ÅBaptism represents the D.B.R of Jesus.



Conclusion

ÅWhen placing all the examples of baptism in 

the NT together, it is shown that 

immersion/baptism was administered to 

men and women of all backgrounds.

ÅThese individuals placed their trust/faith in 

Jesus, for the forgiveness of their sins by 

the authority of the Son. 

ÅExample after example in the book of Acts 

correlates the moment of conversion with 

baptism. 



ÅIn Baptism one:

ïFiguratively Dies to Sin. 

ïEmulates the death, burial and resurrection 

of Jesus.

ïRises to walk in a new life as a child of God.

ïAdded to the church of God by God.

ïClothed with Christ.

ïBecomes a spiritual child of Abraham.

ïBecomes an heir to the promise.



ÅNext Week ñBaptism Part 3ò

ïWe will cover the topics of 

ÅWhat must I know before being 

baptized?

ÅAm I ready to be baptized?

ÅWas my baptism for the right reason?

ÅThe blessings of being baptized into 

Christ!



Å1000ôs were baptized in the NT by 

immersion for the forgiveness of there sins.

ÅThese were saved and added to the church.

YOU CAN TOO!!!


