
A Common Sight During the 
Christmas Season.





Is December 25th

WŜǎǳǎΩ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΚ



ÅMathew, Mark, Luke, and John, do not give a 
date.

ÅThe time of the saviors birth is more likely to 
have occurred in spring than winter.

ÅάNow there were in the same country shepherds 
living out in the fields, keeping watch over their 
ŦƭƻŎƪ ōȅ ƴƛƎƘǘέ (Luke 2:8)

ÅMost scholars note that shepherds guarded their 
flocks day and night only at lambing time, which 
would be in the spring. 

ÅIn winter the animals were kept in corrals 
unwatched .



ÅIt is important to note that for 2 centuries 
ŀŦǘŜǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘΣ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ƪƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ ŦŜǿ 
people cared, exactly when he was born.

ÅThe idea of celebrating the Nativity on 
December 25th was first suggested in the 
fourth century AD. 

ÅThis was a clever move on the part of the 
ά/ƘǳǊŎƘ ŦŀǘƘŜǊǎέ ǿƘƻ ǿƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ŜŎƭƛǇǎŜ ǘƘŜ 
December 25th festivities of a pagan religion 
(Mithraism) which threatened the existence 
ƻŦ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅέ 



ÅOn December 25th (the date of the winter solstice) 

pagan Romans still in the majority, celebrated Natalis

Solis Invincti, òBirthday of the Invincible Sun God,ó 

(Mithras).  

ÅThe Church fathers were looking for a way to supplant 

the Mithras cult with Christianity. They recognized that 

they needed an alternative to the December celebration 

of NatalisSolis Invincti. 

ÅIt is because of this that the church located the Nativity 

on December 25th to offer head-on competition to the 

sun worshipersõ popular feast.



ÅThe mode of observance would be 
characteristically prayerful: a Mass. 
In fact, ChristsõMass.

ÅOne theologian wrote around 320ad

ïòWe hold this day holy , not like the 
pagans because of the birth of the 
sun, but because of Him who made itó





There are NO set days in 
Christianity that God Requiresus 

to Observe other than Sunday

Å(Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:2, Rev. 1:10) ςSunday is a 
Holiday for the Lord.

ÅPeople in Colossae were trying to coerce Christians 
into celebrating holidays brought over from 
Judaism.

Åά¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŀŎǘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƧǳŘƎŜ ƛƴ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ 
to food or drink or in respect to a festival or a new 
moon or a Sabbath day-- things which are a mere 
shadow of what is to come; but the substance 
ōŜƭƻƴƎǎ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘέ - (Col. 2:16-17)



There are NO set days in 
Christianity that God Requiresus 

to Observe other than Sunday

ÅNo one has the right to religiously bind on others 
any special day carried over either from pagan 
practice, or an expired divine religion (i.e. 
Judaism). 

ÅWhen attempts are made to do so, Christians 
should not let themselves be pressured to 
conform.

Å5ƻ ƴƻǘ ŦŜŜƭ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ŀƴȅ άŘŀȅέ Ƨǳǎǘ 
because someone feels like you should.



Individual Christians Have the 
Scriptural Right To Emphasize 

Certain Days Over Others

Å!{ [hbD !{ ¢I9¸ 5hbΩ¢ ±Lh[!¢9 
TWO RULES!

ï1. Nothing Sinful is Done.

ï2. It is not bound upon others.

ÅRomans 14:5-6



Individual Christians Have the 
Scriptural Right To Emphasize 

Certain Days Over Others

ÅOne may choose to make up there own 
special days or even utilize ones that 
were left over from religious practices 
(As is the case in Romans 14).
ÅIt would be wrong for me to demand 

that others celebrate the day with me, 
and it would be wrong if brethren 
condemned me for it.



Individual Christians Have the 
Scriptural Right To Emphasize 

Certain Days Over Others

ÅAn indivdual(s) may even choose to 
take a certain day and use it to 
remember an event in scripture (such 
as the Birth of Jesus).

ÅOften times our Gospel Meetings, 
Lectureships, and VBS do this very 
thing.



Individual Christians Have the 
Scriptural Right To Emphasize 

Certain Days Over Others

ÅAs a Christian I have the Scriptural right to 
celebrate secular events and days as well as 
long as there celebration does not cause me 
to engage in sinful behavior.

ÅJust because a practice originated from 
sinners does not mean it is sinful today 
(Christmas Trees, Easter Bunny, Names of the 
5ŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŜŜƪ ά¢ƘƻǊΩǎέŘŀȅ)



Conclusion
ÅIf a Christian chooses to engage in the traditional 

Christmas activities, that is his right.

ÅIf a Christian chooses not too, because it violates his 
conscience (because of its Catholic or Pagan roots) that 
is his right.

ÅEven if a Christian chooses personally to remember the 
birth of Jesus on December 25th without teaching 
something the Scriptures do not teach, that is His right.

ÅNo one has the right to condemn either person 
because of them choosing to or to not esteem certain 
days.




