
What Happened to Mom, Dad and the Kids?





Introduction

ÅBeing a parent is a fantastic challenge. The 
God-given potentials of any child are the 
most intriguing and exciting in all creation.

ÅThe capacity for good or bad, for ministry 
and service or destruction, are all there, 
wrapped up in the frail body of a new life.

ÅIn this lesson we will examine four great 
principles for parent/child relationships 
from scripture.





1. Leadership
Å¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘŜǇ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛǎ 

(Eph. 6:1).

ÅDeveloping a capacity for leadership begins in the 
home when the child is small or it will never become 
part of his/her personality. 

ÅA parent must show respect for the child.

ÅA parent that has a healthy a respect for the rights and 
needs of the child will be in the best position to receive 
respect in return.

ÅAppreciation for the skills of leadership will develop 
ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŜȄǇŀƴŘǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ 
becoming a leader in the church, the school, the 
community, and the world at large.



1. Leadership
ÅThe parent takes the leadership role for the growing 

child until he or she is ready to accept full responsibility 
for himself.

ÅWhen a child is very young, close supervision is 
essential.

Å!ǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŜȄǇŀƴŘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ƳƻǊŜ 
ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ άǊǳƭŜǎέ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛǎ ǘƻ 
use as guidelines for his behavior.

ÅEph. 6:2 applies appropriately to the child as he 
ventures out into the worldςfor brief periods only at 
firstςaway from his parents.

ÅHe is to begin to govern his own behavior. And this is to 
be done in such a way to bring honor to his parents. 



2. Instruction
ÅParents are responsible for teaching their children 

about the world, about relationships, about right 
and wrong, about all the important aspects of daily 
living.

ÅIt is difficult for parents to realize that a child has to 
learn even such simple things as: paper tears, glass 
ōǊŜŀƪǎΣ ŦƛǊŜ ōǳǊƴǎΣ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ŜǘŎΧ

ÅAs the child grows and begins to relate to other 
people, special roles of social behavior must be 
learned. 

ÅBiblical instruction is a necessity (Eph6:4, Duet 6:6-7



3. Transferring Responsibility
ÅOne of the goals of every Christian parent is to train up 

a responsible human being.

ÅWe want our children when they are grown, to have a 
deep sense of responsibility, duty and discipline.

ÅIf our children grow up to accomplish great good in 
their own lives and in the lives of others, we have 
realized a very important ingredient in successful 
parenting.

ÅThe full transfer of responsibility should be a gradual 
thing and started very early. Time will come when 
ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ Ƴǳǎǘ άǘǳǊƴ ƭƻƻǎŜέ ŀƴŘ ǳƴǘƛŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǊƻƴ ǎǘǊƛƴƎǎΦ 
But the child who as not been properly prepared is not 
ready.



ÅPreschool Age

ÅElementary Age

ÅTeenage 

ÅCollege Age

ÅAdult


