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The Psalms
A The Book of Psalms actually consists of 5 book:
—Book 1: Psalms 1-41
—Book 2: Psalms 42-72
—Book 3: Psalms 73-89
—Book 4: Psalms 90-106
—Book 5: Psalms 107-150

A This division seems to have been present since
ancient times. Perhaps the 5 books correspond
with the 5 books of the Torah. Each division enc
with a doxology (a hymn or statement of praise)




Authorship

Aln most cases the texts of the Psalms
do not indicate the author by name.

AFor the most part the only definitive
iInformation about authorship Is
found In the Psalm titles.

ANot all of these titles contain the
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Authorship

AThe Psalm titles that do present us with the
following tradition.

I (David) 73 psalms: Mostly in book 1 and 2.
I (Asaph 12 psalms: 50, £83.

I (Descendents oKorah) 10 psalms: 42, 449,
84, 8%88.

I (Solomon) 1 or 2: 727, 127.
I (Moses) 1: 90.

I (Hemanthe Ezrahitg: 88.

I (Ethan theEzrahitg: 89.




Date
Als not easy to date e DOOK. (Mosestime

of Ezra)
I Book 1:Probably arranged by David.

I Books 2 and 3Could have been arranged
during the reign of Hezekiah or even Josiah fo
use in the temple. (710bc)

I Books 4 and 5Various dates from as early as
David onward. Compilation of these probably
made during the time of Ezra and Nehemiah.

I Final compilation in the form as we know it
would have been Iin the time of Ezra.




