


Jesus said to him, "'You shall 
love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, with all your 

soul, and with all your 
mind.‘…'You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.'

(Matt. 22:37-40)





ÅCasual Christians are those who want to be 
numbered among the Flock, but could care 
less about following the Shepherd. 

ÅThey want the forgiveness the cross of Christ 
brings but never intend to carry their own 
cross. 

ÅThey want warm, fuzzy moments on Sunday 
mornings but offer no commitment to Jesus 
on Monday mornings. 

ÅIn short, they want the crown without the 
cross.



Å“Jesus, through His direct 
instruction during His earthly 
ministry and through His 
apostles in the rest of the New 
Testament, repeatedly makes 
clear that there must be 

.” (MacArthur).



Matthew 16:24-27



“let him deny 
himself”



“take up his cross”



“Follow Me”



Jesus said to him, "'You shall 
love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, with all your 

soul, and with all your 
mind.‘…'You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.'
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Å"If anyone wishes to 
come after Me, he 
must deny himself, 
and take up his cross 
and follow aŜέΦ  
(Matt. 16:24)


